PREFACE

extraordinary difficulties which confronted the British
Government when circumstances, and the treaties with
the Peshwa and Gaekwad, compelled our intervention in
the early days of the nineteenth century. In his work
on the " Protected Princes of India," the late Sir William
Lee-Warner described the position of the native States of
India when the Pax Britannica was imposed as analogous
to that of stormy waters suddenly petrified into the
shapes which they had taken at the moment of our
intervention. It was Colonel Walker's business, in fact,
to settle matters in such fashion that, so far as practicable,
the position and powers of the various States in Kathiawad
should remain precisely as they were at the moment of
our coming, and to effect agreements perpetuating, with
due regard to just claims, the actual facts of the situation
as he found them. But it can quite easily be imagined
that, though his work was performed with extraordinary
skill and with a wonderful degree of accuracy in regard
to rights and titles, there remain to the present day
questions for adjustment in reference to periods even
antecedent to 1808. An interesting instance of the
survival of difficulties and troubles owing to the constant
disturbances prevailing during the seventeenth, eighteenth,
and nineteenth centuries is one of the consequences of
the events in the State of Jamnagar which are described
in Chapter XII of this work.

Enough has been said to give some idea of the breadth
and diversity of the interests which surround the history
of the province of Kathiawad. It is a merit of the present
work that it brings into focus and presents in the form
of a consecutive narrative events which, though occurring
in one corner of India, had their origin, and often their
ultimate results, in far distant parts of Asia and even
Europe. The book is one which should be perused by,
and hold the interest of, all those who are engaged in
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